[A predisposing clinical condition for disseminated tuberculosis: hairy cell leukemia].
Hairy cell leukemia (HCL), a rare and slow-progressive B-cell lymphoproliferative disease, enhances predisposition to infectious complications, especially to disseminated mycobacterial infections. Although the association between HCL and mycobacterial disease has been established, disseminated Mycobacterium tuberculosis infection has been reported only in a few case series. In this report, a disseminated tuberculosis (TB) case who had been diagnosed as HCL with histopathologic examination of the bone marrow after being investigated for the etiology of fever of unknown origin, was presented. A 56-year-old male patient who was admitted to our clinic with the complaints of three weeks' duration fever, chills, night sweats and cough was hospitalized. On physical examination, the body temperature of the patient who appeared very ill, was 39°C. Dispersed macular rash that turned pale when pressure was applied, was detected on the legs, arms and back. There were no signs of peripheral lymphadenopathy, hepatomegaly or splenomegaly. Laboratory results revealed haemoglobin 10 g/dl, white blood cell count 1000/mm3, thrombocytes 143.000/mm3, erythrocyte sedimentation rate 41 mm/h, CRP 200 mg/L, uric acid 9.5 mg/dl, AST 118 IU/L, ALT 102 IU/L and LDH 429 IU/L. Thorax computed tomography showed mediastinal and bilateral hilary lymphadenopathy. Although preliminary diagnosis was lymphoma, examination of acid-fast bacilli in three days sequential sputum samples and sputum culture for the growth of mycobacteria (Bactec MGIT 960 TB system, Becton Dickinson, Md) were performed to rule out miliary TB. Blood cultures were also performed with non-radiometric fully automated TB hemoculture bottles (Bactec TB, Becton Dickinson, Md). Sputum cultures yielded no mycobacterial growth, however M.tuberculosis growth was detected in blood culture on the 27th day of inoculation. Bone marrow biopsy revealed HCL. However the patient died on the 14th day of hospitalization. In conclusion, disseminated tuberculosis should be considered for differentional diagnosis in patients with HCL or similar hematologic malignancies since TB is endemic in Turkey.